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Greetings Everyone 

 

CONGRATULATIONS: 

Congratulations to the following Members awarded Prizes at the AGM: 

Monday:   Champion Raw: Margaret & Trevor Hodgson 

Aggregate: Kevin Lewis 

Best Non-Open pair: Dave Matthews & Phil Skinner 

Handicap Winners: Ruth & Kevin Lewis  

Wednesday:  Champion Raw: Dawne Sharplin & Paul Rogers 

   Aggregate: Roger Dempster  

Handicap: June McHale & Vivienne Parker 

Novice Champion: Julie Aitken & Heather Young 

Thursday:  Champion Raw: Liz Wilcox & Suellyn Caudwell 

   Champion Runners Up: Catherine Ward & Kevin Jensen 

   Aggregate: Ruth Lewis  

   Runner Up Aggregate: Gill Nelson  

   Intermediate: Jackie Pulman & Kathryn Morgan 

Handicap: Heini Lux & Grace Wang 

Friday:   Champion Raw: Ruth & Kevin Lewis 

   Intermediate Aggregate: Phil Skinner 

   Handicap: John Howell & Susan Little 

 

Ib Thulin Cup: Graham Wallace & Deryck Pilkington 

Grandmaster Award: Marie Milsum   

GRAND  

SLAM 
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Raise The Roof Tournament: 

Congratulations to:  

N/S:  1st - Colleen Allen & Dennis Van Maanen 

 2nd – Shirley Gainsford & Paul Rogers 

 3rd – Grace Wang & Heini Lux 

E/W:  1st – Leonie Pritchard & Mark Bendall 

 2nd – Catherine Ward & Kevin Jensen 

 3rd – Peter McKellar & Murray Voss 

 

Youth Achievement: 

Well done to Grace Wang, who has been invited as a member of the NZ Youth 

Foundation to attend a Canberra Youth Congress in Australia, January 2026. 

  

THANKS: 

Thank you to those wonderful club members who turned up for the annual 

working bee. The kitchen has been thoroughly cleaned, the windows are 

sparkling, chairs mended, outside washed and the office all sorted. We had 

time to stop for a delicious morning tea provided by generous members. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM BUSINESS: 

Fees increase: 

It was decided to raise club membership fees to compensate for the increased 

running costs and maintenance of the club. The annual Rotorua Bridge 

subscription is now: $95 with a $5 discount if paid before the end of February. 

 

Directors and scorers 

There was an excellent discussion at the AGM about needing directors and 

scorers at our club sessions, to help share the load.  As a result, the committee 

will investigate pulling a group together of interested people, plan a 

programme to complete the training, and design a process that can support 

the year’s programme with directors and scorers. Ruth will kindly take on a 

mentorship role for this group. This will start in February 2026.  

 

In the meantime, anyone interested in directing, and starting early - doing 

some homework over the Christmas break and January - please contact 

Kathryn Morgan and she can link you into an online/learn-in-your-own-time 

option. 

 

 

 

 



SUMMER BRIDGE: 

Summer bridge has started and continues until the end of January 2026. This is 

a little more relaxed and a chance to play with lots of different people. It's a 

good time to ring people in your book. You may know them and have played 

with them before, or it could be someone totally new to you.  

Arrange a partner as per usual but don't let not having a partner put you off 

coming to the club early on Monday or Wednesday. There will be a float 

available for people who arrive without a partner.  Summer Bridge continues 

until the end of January. 

Summer bridge is all about having fun. 

 

WELCOME BACK PIZZA NIGHT: 

This is scheduled for 28 January 2026. The bar will be open. The club provides 

pizzas and there will be fun bridge after the food.  Reminders will be sent out 

beforehand. Regular Bridge sessions begin Thursday night 29th January 2026.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Rotorua Christmas Tournament and Quilt Show 

This very popular tournament is set for Saturday 6th December. Entry fee $45. 

If you are playing, please bring a plate for Morning/afternoon tea. All welcome. 

9.30 am Morning tea. Play starts 10 am.  BYO lunch. There is a superb full 

Christmas meal provided at end of play. Remember to bring cash for raffles 

(Xmas Hamper and Dick Frizzell Print). At past tournaments, club members 

have enthusiastically embraced the festivity by dressing in Christmas attire. 

There is a $100 prize for the best Christmas Fancy Dress pair. Come and enjoy! 

Entries online at NZ Bridge. See the poster at the Bridge club and below.  

 

Raffle to support Rotorua Youth Bridge Players: 

Raffle tickets to raise funds for Rotorua Youth Bridge Players are on sale. Only 

200 tickets at $10 each. The prize is the signed-limited-edition print, “Suits All”, 

(currently displayed on the North End wall of the club) kindly donated by NZ 

artist Dick Frizzell. If you can sell any tickets, please contact a committee 

member as this raffle will be drawn on 20 December 2025.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRIDGE MATES: 

Unfortunately, nobody guessed the name of our mystery TV star, Jude  

Lipanovic who appeared on television in the NZ Game show called “Family  

Feud” back in 2016/17. She tells me she has been on Fair Go as well. A  

seasoned media star! 

This month’s question is: Who used to work for the SPCA? Please reply to  

Bobbie by text/ or Monday/Friday Whats App or email  

mortytorty@hotmail.com  

 

TOURNAMENTS: 

Remember to check both the club noticeboard and NZ Bridge website 

www.nzbridge.co.nz for all details of upcoming tournaments.  

 

Upcoming Tournaments: 

Sat 6 Dec   Rotorua Christmas 8B Pairs 

Sun 14 Dec    Taupō Christmas 8B Pairs  
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PARTNERSHIP STEWARDS: 

Remember to contact your partner prior to the beginning of a new 

competition so there are no OOPPS moments!!!! 

 

Monday Afternoon: WhatsApp & Gill Nelson    021 115 1058 

 

Wednesday Evening: WhatsApp & Dawne Sharplin  021 458 009 

 

Thursday Evening:  Marie Milsum    027 427 5727 

 

Friday Afternoon:   WhatsApp & Bobbie Fluker  027 4274 151 

 

SPONSORS: 

We are very grateful for our new sponsor, Arvida Glen Brae as well as 

appreciating our returning and past sponsors.   

Please make use of the following Sponsors’ services, if you can. Let them know 

that you belong to the Rotorua Bridge Club and appreciate their sponsorship.  

 

• Hillcrest Upholstery 

• Steiners Interiors by Reputation 

• Dawson Insurance NZ Brokers 

• Craigs Investment Partners 

• Harcourts Rotorua - Luke Van Den Broek 

• Canon - Jenny Forbes 022 493 1016 

• Arvida Glen Brae 

 

Please send any suggestions or contributions for the newsletter to me 

at mortytorty@hotmail.com 

 

The Committee wishes you all a very Merry Christmas and a safe and joyous 

New Year. 

Cheers  

Bobbie Fluker 
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